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A GREAT SHOW OF TALENT by Hayley Huang

Students of all ages and houses impressed the audience with an array of talents.

The final talent show had taken 
place in the theatre of the school 
on 24th March, 2017. The winner of 
the show was Tara Gao in 8X from 
Austen House who performed a solo 
dance during the competition.

Before the final show, there were 
five smaller shows in each house 
which allowed the tutors to pick the 
best two performances to represent 
their houses in the final.

Headmaster Wallace-Woodroffe 
stated clearly that the standard 
which the teachers would use to 
judge the competition was that the 
winning performance should be at-
tractive and well-presented from the 
very beginning to the end. 

The winner of the talent show, 
Tara Gao, had obviously achieved 
that. With Dr. Nelson Wu as the host, 
the show began as Tara came out of 
the curtains. She was the first per-
former and her dance of different 
forms together with colorful lights 
and a mysterious backtrack had fire 

up the whole audience.
There was another dance per-

formance in the show, to the song  
“24K Magic” by Bruno Mars. This 
was performed by girls from Cavell 
House. Their synchronized dance 
steps and various techniques also 
won a large round of applause.

Meanwhile, there was a large 
amount of musically-talented stu-
dents performing in the show. Vari-
ous instruments included violin, pi-
ano, erhu, and xiao from both China 
and Western countries, which was a 
great mixture and the audience en-
joyed these music performances a 
great deal.

After the main acts, the audience 
was entertained by a drama per-
formed by Shirley Xie, Yuki Yang, Jen-
ny Jin, Annie Liu, Jennifer Wang, and 
Sophie Wang from Cavell House. 
The drama was extremely creative 
as it centered around some special 
habits of some popular teachers at 
school and their daily lives. Making 

such a drama clearly needed great 
observation and creativity. The au-
dience could certainly see their ef-
forts. These girls played the roles of 
Mr Wallace-Woodroffe, Mr Roberts, 
Mr Pattison, Mr Akordor, Mr McKen-
na, Mr Taylor, Miss Mellor, and Miss 
Kerr. The teachers who were mim-
icked were so amazed and excited 
that they couldn’t wait to have pho-
tos taken with these girls, as their 
fantastic acting were so much like 
the teachers themselves.

All the performances were care-
fully planned and was a huge vi-
sual and audio treat to the whole 
school. Although there could be only 
one winner, the spirit of performing 
and the joy of entertainment were 
far more important than the actu-
al result. The students also had a 
deep impression of how great their 
schoolmates were and how talented 
they were themselves.

At last, congratulations for the 
perfect ending of the talent show!

ABOVE: Annie Liu channels Mr Roberts’ love of Minions.

SUMMER TERM STAFF

TOP RIGHT: Tara Gao dances her way to victory.

ABOVE: Joey Zhou plays the xiao - a traditional 
Chinese flute.

BELOW: Ricky Jiang sings Maroon 5.
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The senior WAIS football team travelled to Shanghai on Saturday, 
the 15th of April to compete in matches against other schools in the 
city. Although the team put in a lot of effort and came very close to 
victory, they did not return home as winners.

There were three matches that Saturday, against three different 
schools. The schools were Fudan International School, Shanghai 
French School, and Shanghai United International School. After a 
rough start, the players resurged for a very close final match. The two 
teams remained tied up until the final seconds when the opposing 
team scored, and won the game. One of the WAIS team members ex-
pressed his frustration, “Their football team is too strong! We’ve tried 
very hard, but they’re just so good at this.” 

On the bus ride home, the team had a chance to reflect on what 
went wrong. With no immediate games in the future to worry about, 
they had a chance to look at their strategy and improve their game-
play. Coach Ollie Cowen had some good advice for the players, “We 
need to work on our defensive shape and organisation in attack, as 
well as letting the ball, not the man, do the work.”

In the end, the team sees this defeat as a learning experience. 
They know they must work hard to improve and succeed next time. 
The team is looking forward to the next match, and getting another 
chance to prove their skill.

FOOTBALL FRUSTRATIONS by Joey Zhou

Crossword Challenge
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On the evening of Thurs-
day, the 13th of April, the 
school invited a new staff 
member to share her career 
experience with some of the 
students in the school.

  After dinner, most stu-
dents in Year 9 went to 
the theatre to listen to the 
speech. The speaker was 
Anna Stroud, a journalist 
who came from South Af-
rica. She went on the stage 
and talked about mass 
media there. Her job was 
finding and writing news in 
South Africa; some people 
think that being a journalist is a 
nice and interesting job.

 First, Ms. Stroud talked about 
her childhood. She loved writing 
the news and cutting out stories  
from the newspapers when she 
was young, so she 
wanted to be a jour-
nalist from that time. 
She talked about how 
she never stops try-
ing to make a story 
perfect. She can write 
a new story several 
times before finally 
being finished with it.

 After a long time, 
Ms. Stroud went to 
work in Korea. Before, 
she was working in a 
school teaching Korean students 
English. At that period of time, she 
met many journalists from Korea. 
She learned more and more about 
what they usually write. She said 
she gained a lot from those people 
and improved her own writing skills 
to become a better journalist.

Finally, Ms. Stroud told the 
students how to become a great 
journalist. With easy access to in-
formation on the internet, anyone 
can become a journalist if it is their 

dream. One of the most important 
things someone must do to be a 
journalist is to never give up. Peo-
ple will meet many accidents when 
they are looking for news in a par-
ticular country, which can cause 
many problems. Ms. Stroud told 
the students that if they want to 

write the news, they must learn as 
much as they can about the event, 
and never give up searching for in-
formation.

 It is especially exciting to hear 
this speech shortly after the re-
lease of the first edition of WAIS 
Golden Eye. With the help and ad-
vice of teachers like Ms. Stroud, 
and opportunities in academic en-
richments, like the school news-
paper, students at the school can 
learn to be excellent journalists in 

Career Experience Inspires New Writers
by Theresa Lou and Alex

Look for the green words in the newspaper to 
complete the puzzle.



ABOVE: The group works together to solve problems.

LOWER: Linda Liu receives her prize.

LEFT: The group poses with Ms Jiang and Mr Kititi.

by Joey Zhou

Page 3

Last month, a select number of WAIS stu-
dents went on a mathematic trip to Suzhou 
to complete in HSTM- high school team maths 
competition. Although none of our school 
teams won, one of our students, Linda Liu, 
managed to achieve first place with her Buddy 
Team in the partnered portion of the competi-
tion. 

HSTM 2017 was hosted by Dulwich Interna-
tional School Suzhou and the event took place 
on the 17th and 18th of March. The competi-
tion drew schools from all over Asia with over 
200 students competing; most of the teams 
who competed came from China and Korea. 
WAIS entered twelve students from Year 11, 
Pre-A, Year 12, and Year 13. As there is a limit 
of four people per team, the group mentor, Mr 
Kititi, decided to evenly distribute the maths 

skills between the three teams who entered. 
The competition consists of three main 

components: the maths competition, buddy 
round, and maths trail. The maths and buddy 
round includes a group round, relay round, 
and the dreaded cross number. The buddy 
round, however, was done differently from the 
maths round; this is where students were split 
from their school team and placed into a new-
ly formed team filled with peers from other 
schools. This is done to help the competitors 
not only to be able to learn new things that 
one wouldn’t learn in a normal mathematic 
syllabus, but also to interact and create new 
friendships between students. Finally, the 
maths trail gives an opportunity to visually 
view mathematical infrastructure and con-
cepts of nature at the Baitang Arboretum. 

The students enjoyed the event and would 
like to continue to participate in the upcom-
ing years. They believe it helps improve math-
ematical skills, and gives the students an op-
portunity to compete against mathematicians 
from other schools.

The Math Challenge Returns  by Yanzhen Ong

A Rewarding Experience
A trip to Starbucks leaves students feeling refreshed
by Jack Ni

After the Qingming Festival, the 
school rewarded individual students 
who have worked very hard by taking 
them on a trip. These reward trips 
are usually to nearby places to relax, 
such as the cinema, shopping, and 
Starbucks. The last trip was Friday, 
April 14th.

With the return to school, many 
of the students are reminded of 
the end of year exams that are just 
around the corner. It can be diffi-
cult to find motivation to study for a 
long time after a long day of school. 
These reward trips provide a good 
relief from studying and are a nice 
chance to reexamine study goals. 

Eleven students were chosen to 
go on the latest reward trip. These 
were students who have not only ex-
celled in class, but also have a very 
low number of negative points from 
speaking Chinese. They also have 
a high number of English speak-

ing housepoints. These students 
were allowed to take their phones 
and miss prep for the night in order 
to get drinks at Starbucks and go 
shopping.

Most students at the school think 
these trips are a good idea. They en-
courage us to always speak English 
and to try our best to study hard. 

ROUND TWO!



Above: William Li dodges a tackle to gain his team extra yards.                   Photo credit: Peilin Chen  

Below: The group huddles to strategize for the next match.

Photo credit: Peilin Chen  

Everyone has things that they hate - so 
does Mr BP. He hates rude people and 
time wasted. From what he said, he thinks 
time is limited. So everyone should use it 
for themselves. But don’t waste it. He en-
joys this large school with its good facilties 
and the fantastic view, and also the polite 
students. He said that the students of this 
school make what it is. 

On one warm, Sat-
urday morning, on the 
15th April, the WAIS 
Junior rugby team 
travelled to Shanghai, 
where we would com-
pete in our first rugby 
tournament.

We departed at 6.15 
A.M. and spent the 
next three hours in the 
coach motivating each 
other so that when we 
arrived in Shanghai we 
believed we were there 
not just there to com-
pete but to be trium-
phant and win.

First, Wellington began 
the game by kicking the ball 
to Carl Wang who made a tremendous catch 
under pressure to secure the ball. Carl ran at 
speed, colliding with players as he made his 
way up the pitch. Carl then threw the ball to 
John Fan who used his power and strength to 
move to within eight metres of the line where 
he was tackled. John was not finished. He was 
able to make an excellent pass out to William 
Li who burst over the line to secure our first 
points. The game continued in this fashion 
and we scored many points defeating Wel-
lington quite comfortably which made us all 
feel very proud of what we had achieved as a 
team.

After a short break we began our second 
match. This time Glen caught the ball and 
ran to within six metres of the try line where 
he was able to feed the ball to William who, 
with a neat side step, was able to take the ball 

that extra six metres and score the first try of 
the game. This game was not quite so easy 
though, as our defence was proving to be a 
little weak. The opposition over-
powered us to win by the slim-
mest of margins, 7 – 6. 

We were disappointed by 
this result and so during the 
break we sought to reorgan-
ise our team ensuring we had 
a good blend of attacking and 
defensive options and most 
importantly we promised each 
other that as a team we would 
work harder than ever. The last 
game was very close and then 
with around ten minutes to go 
William received the ball and 
ran half the length of the pitch 
where he was tackled releasing 
the ball to Sunny Liu who ran 

into a wall of opposition but there was Leo 
Chen, with perfect timing, to take the ball from 
Sunny and score a wonderful try in the corner. 
Now, with the team full of confidence, John 
Fan released the ball in mid-tackle to William 
Li, who rounded a couple of players to score 
the winning try and secure a victory against a 
strong Dulwich side.

We had played well and Mr. Rensburg and 
Mr. Carbutt seemed very pleased with our ef-
forts. This was our first tournament and it was 
a really good start for us. We know there will 
be many more difficult games ahead so we 
will work hard as a team and seek to support 
each other to ensure we keep getting fitter 
and stronger. 

If at First You Don’t Succeed, Try, Try Again by John Fan & Leo Chen

The DL on Mr BP
What’s all the drama about? Our new teacher, Mr Alex Boonham-Payne.
by Charlie Ding

As the new term began, there 
were some new students starting 
at school. There are also a few new 
teachers. One of those is Mr. Alex 
Boonham-Payne. He started teach-
ing at WAIS this new summer term. A 
nice man with a sense of humor, Mr 
Boonham-Payne always tells his stu-
dents to call him Mr BP. The words 

he says the most are “Excellent. Bril-
liant. Perfect.”

Mr BP was living in a small town in 
the middle in England. He is now 27 
years old. He arrived at this school 
on the 11th of February to teach 
English and drama. The English he 
teaches is bifold - one is literature, 
the other is language. His classes 
are always full of fun. In every class, 
he teaches to the best of his ability 
to make the work engaging and fun. 
The reason he does this is he thinks 
this is the best way to learn. The rea-
son he came here is for three things: 
the experience, the opportunity and 
to share his passion for English and 
theatre. Mr BP says he feels really 
happy to share his passion here.

But when he was young, his 
dream wasn’t to be a teacher, but 
to be an actor. He managed to get 
extra roles for films, such as ‘The 
Theory of Everything’. However, his 

recent passion for teaching stopped 
him from doing this. The film he 
likes most is “The Mask”, starring 
Jim Carrey.

He also loves sports. Football is 
his favourite sport. He can play every 
position on the team. He also loves 
travelling. He has already been to 
Europe and Florida. He said that he 
loves every place he has visited.

SPORT CENTRE
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For the second time this year, the students at WAIS were treated 
to an incredible dramatic performance in Shanghai. But while The 
Merchant of Venice was filled with eloquent soliloquoys and tongue-
twisting verse, Wicked brought to life the magical land of Oz through 
song and dance. 

Nearly 280 secondary students traveled on a beautiful, sunny Sat-
urday, to the Shanghai Culture Club, where they nearly took over the 
performance hall. The signature tweed jackets dominated the upper 
balconies and lined the side boxes. The air was buzzing with excite-
ment. All of the students had some previous knowledge of the story, 
as they had recently read The Wizard of Oz for Qingming holiday prep-
work. Also, many of the music students had learned one of the musi-
cal’s numbers “Defying Gravity” in their music class.

As the lights dimmed, the stage lit up. A gigantic dragon at the top 
of the stage roared and flexed his wings. In floated Glinda on a magi-
cal bubble, to tell us the story of how she met the villian of the Wizard 
of Oz story, the Wicked Witch of the West.

But as it turned out, the witch in this tale is not quite as wick-
ed as we remember. Here, the Wicked Witch (named Elphaba) is a 

somewhat normal teenage girl, struggling with everyday 
problems. Some of them we’ve dealt with before - annoy-
ing roommates, unrequited love crushes, struggles to be 
popular - and some of them, are a little more unique to 
the world of Oz - animal rights debates, skin pigmentation 
issues, and learning to fly.

The musical flips the traditional story on its head, and 
makes us question everything we know about the origi-
nal characters and their intentions. Who here is good, and 
who is truly wicked? While the audience is busy navigat-
ing the moral twists and turns, the show is suddenly at its 
emotional end. Good conquers evil, although it is not the 
evil we had first imagined, and Elphaba and Glinda sing a 
teary musical goodbye. 

The school buses departed as the sun was setting over 
Shanghai. Because of a late show ending, the students 
did not get back to the school until after 10pm. And al-
though they were tired, they agreed the trip was worth the 
loss of sleep. After all, there ain’t no rest for the wicked.

A WICKED TIME IN SHANGHAI
by Christiana Hart

As the two week Qingming  holi-
day was arriving, some boys could 
not control their excitement, burn-
ing out from their hearts. This 
wasn’t only for the holiday, but also 
for the new schedule change.

Not for the first time this year, a  
new timetable arrived on the 20th 
of March, one week before the 
Qingming Festival. However, this 
timetable had a really big effect on 
students’ lives. 

The first, and most noticeable 
change was the removal of sixth 
period. Now the students only have 
eleven classes per day. This is a big 
relief for many students who have 
been overwhelmed by the amount 
of work they have in preparing for 
exams.

The new time table for senior 
students only changes a little. In 
fact, only one ECA is canceled. 
This  arrangement was supported 
by lots of senior students. Toby Yan 
which in Year 12 said, “The big ex-
ams are coming, we need to pay 
more effort on the exam. ECAs are 
important, but the exams are the 
most important for Sixth Form stu-
dents. We are lucky to have more 
time to spend on review.”

Another big change was the 
lunch period. Most of students be-
lieve the new plan for lunch would 
be a huge benefit to the new sched-
ule. The whole lunch time has been 

divided into three parts, regular 
lunch, tutor time and house lunch. 
Tutor times are only on Monday 
and Thursday. The whole length of 
tutor time is the same as before.

After this adjustment, boys and 
girls are separated during the 
lunch time. Some students believe 
this was done with ulterior motives. 
Yang Yang in Year 12 said, “This is 
to ban the relationship between 
the boys and girls in the school. The 
couples will not have any chance to 
sit together!” Other students found 
this change to be a huge relief to 
long lunch lines. George Yu from 
Year 11 said, “These measures 
help the canteen to be managed 
easily and efficiently.”

The last change to our midday 
meal that needs to be mentioned 
is the House Lunch. It’s a part of 
the house activity. Students sit with 
their tutor group in their house dur-
ing the lunch time. Students need 
to have a deep talk with their tu-
tors like a family. George Yu said, 
“The tutor lunch can build the rela-
tionship between the teachers and 
students. It’s a very good idea.”

After the holiday, almost all of 
the students got used to the new 
timetable very quickly. They gave 
a high comment for this timetable. 
Most of  students said, “We love 
this school!” all at the same time.

Third Timetable’s a Charm
by Dashan Qian
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Naomi Sun (Y13)

RUNNERS UP

Joanna Guan (7IE)

Shawn Sheng (9X) Connie Zhang (10X)

Sunny Xu (10X)

Donna Qiu (10X)

Amber Shao (9X)

Joe Jiang (9IE)


